Hatfield. A native Oregonian, Maier had just graduated from the University of Oregon. From his first days in the U.S. Senate, Hatfield's office was a popular destination for interns and college students. Early on, that was due largely to his opposition to the Vietnam War. But over time, Maier would learn that young people flocked to Hatfield because of the opportunities he provided to his staff and interns -and the way he ran his office like a classroom.
In fact, the people who know Sen. Hatfield best say that in virtually everything he did over the course of a public career spanning 45 years, he viewed himself as a teacher and a professor. He often used his access to public figures and his position to play an educational role.
Maier and four fellow interns were working upstairs in Hatfield's office one day when the front desk called and summoned them to "The Lincoln Room." This was a conference room where staff would meet to be briefed on issues or hear from the Senator about constituent visits in Oregon. At times, Hatfield would call everyone together for a mystery guest, a public official or other notable visitor, whom he would ask to address his staff. The staff viewed the Lincoln Room as a classroom, and Sen. Hatfield was the professor.
That day, the five interns were the first to arrive in the room. He called the interns.
